
     THE  LONG  ESSAY
In Spring term 2019, most third-year

students in English will be writing a Long

Essay (7,000 words) on a topic of their

choosing. Students often find this

module an extremely gratifying capstone

to their studies at the University of

 Manchester.  

While Spring term may seem like a long

way off,  it’s not too soon to start thinking

over the summer about what you might

want to focus on for this project. You will

be required to submit a short abstract

identifying your research question and

your proposed set of texts

in November 2018. We’ll have a meeting

early in the Autumn term to discuss that

abstract, but between now and then,

why not give some thought to what

research question(s) and what texts you

might wish to explore?  

T W O  T H I N G S  T O  S T A R T  
C O N S I D E R I N G  N O W

1 .  R E S E A R C H  Q U E S T I O N

What kinds of questions do you like to ask

about literature? For example: --How does

narrative point-of-view (epistolary form,

first-person narration, free indirect

discourse) shape what a text can do or

say? --How does literature participate in

the politics of its time? --What are the

relations between literature and some

other kind of historical or theoretical

discourse (e.g. historiography,

philosophy, psychology, postcolonial

theory, etc.)? --How was a specific body of

literature received (by reviewers or by lay

readers) when it was first published? --

How does literature imagine, transform,

and/or resist social categories—such as

race, gender, age, and/or class? 

Your guiding research question will lead

you to take a critical approach that might

be formal, historical, philosophical, or

feminist, etc. It’s important to reflect on

the kinds of questions you want to ask

about the literary texts (or films) so that

you are conscious of that critical framing

and can choose the appropriate

methodology and archive to be able to

answer your research question

persuasively. 

2 .  A R C H I V E / S E T  O F  T E X T S

What kind of archive (i.e. set of texts) might

you want to explore? For example: --If

you’ve seen a film or read a play (or poem or

novel) by a certain writer and enjoyed it

immensely and/or found it deeply intriguing,

you might want to do a project that entails

reading other works by that writer. --If you’ve

read a lot by one writer whose work you like,

you might want to consider that author’s work

in relation to that of another writer of the

same time period or in relation to another

discipline. --You will then want to think about

what theoretical texts, secondary criticism,

and/or historical texts you'll want to read

alongside those primary texts. 

Ultimately, the archive needs to match with

the research question you pose for yourself.

What body of work (primary texts—plus theory,

historical texts, and/or criticism) will help you

answer your research question most

effectively?  


